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View the Grace Dee May Museum video library
There’s so much to discover at the GDM Museum 
and you can preview our videos at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/copy-of-learn 

New Masonic Merchandise with FREE shipping
Browse the GDM Museum Gift Shop for unique 
Masonic apparel, gifts, and more plus free shipping: 
https://www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas 

History comes to life on our “What’s On” blog
Discover the “rest-of-the-story” from history at:  
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on

Take a virtual stroll through the GDM galleries
Western Bronze, Antique Timepieces, Asian Art, 
Fraternal Art, Hollywood Collectibles, and more at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/virtual-tour-1
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PREVIEW OF 2021REVIEW OF 2020

• History comes alive
at “This is your life
Dr. Henry S. Orme”
• Oak Island Treasure –
the mystery continues
• Will the real “Indiana
Jones” please stand up?
• Opening the pages
of the great Masonic 
philosophers
 
 

2021 will be a busy year for the Grace Dee May
Museum and a year of opportunities for you to  
expand your knowledge of the art and history 
of the West through our new exhibits and events. 

Preview our 2021 calendar of events
on page 6  

BRO. ROBERT BURNS
National bard of Scotland

See inside
page 7

• The ribbon cutting and
Grand Opening of the 
Grace Dee May Museum
• A live performance of
 “ This is your life
Bro. George Washington”
• The �rst annual GDM
OktoberSteinFest
• Opening of the GDM 
Research  Library 
 
 

2020 was a year unlike any other. The Grace Dee 
May Museum faced the challenges by expanding
social media messaging as a conduit to share the
the mission of the Museum on new platforms.  

Enjoy a look back at stories and events from 
2020 on pages 3-5  
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Our Vision:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum will seek to 
present a thematic 
look at the American 
West by utilizing its 
extensive collection 
of Western Art, and 
incorporate California 
history to broaden 
and deepen the 
public knowledge 
and appreciation of 
the men and women 
that settled the western 
part of the United States.

Our Mission:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum is committed 
to advancing the 
publics knowledge 
and understanding 
of the American West 
and the contributions 
that Freemasonry 
has played in 
its development.

Celebrating 
the Past & Present
"Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?"  – Robert Burns

In 1788 Scotland’s famed poet and Freemason, Robert Burns, asked
the question if old friends and the wonderful memories of the past
should be set aside or forgotten. On any typical New Year’s Eve, 
Burns’ words would be sung in celebration by millions upon millions 
gathering together in crowds in New York’s Time Square and in cities 
around the globe. 

Unfortunately, as the clock ticked midnight at the close of 2020, 
few were locking arms and singing Robbie Burns poetic lyrics. 
Covid-19, as we all know too well, changed everything. 
However, despite lockdowns and restrictions we cannot forget 
the past nor the friendships that enrich our lives. It is uniquely part 
of our humanity to remember and preserve memories and, 
at the Grace Dee May Museum, it is our Mission to celebrate the men 
and women who have helped make all of us who we are and shape us 
as individuals and as a community, where we want to be in the future. 

In preparation for our Museum’s reopening to the public, we want to 
wish all of our “auld acquaintances” a healthy and happy 2021.
Stay safe, 
Sean Foran
CURATOR AND BOARD PRESIDENT

Subscribe to the GDM 
“What’s On” Blog
Just because our galleries
are temporarily closed – 
it doesn’t mean that you 
cannot enjoy learning 
about the art and history of the West. Become a subscriber to 
the GDM Blog and broaden your knowledge with fascinating 
stories and behind-the-scenes accounts direct to your inbox! 
Check out the Grace Dee May Museum Blog at: 
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on  

www.gracedeemay.org
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Board of Directors
Sean Foran
Board President and Curator
Reynold Blight
Vice President
Fred Davis
Secretary
Guy Richmond 
Treasurer
Ronald Hart 
Ronald Hopkins
Melvyn Stein

Grace Dee May Inc.
(EIN: 03-0591428) 
is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code

Audrey Marie Stein
Director Emeritus 

In 2004, Audrey Marie 
Stein established the 
Grace Dee May Museum. 
She believed that she 
had been richly blessed 
by the Grace of God. 
Audrey’s nickname was 
Dee and she had been 
born in the month of 
May. So, as Director of 
the foundation, she 
named the Museum the 
Grace Dee May.

MUSEUM & 
LIBRARY

Grace
Dee May



REVIEW OF EVENTS
2020 saw the launch of a dream – a non-pro�t Museum devoted to sharing the love and admiration of art 
and history along with an appreciation for the contributions made by Freemasons. This dream began 
with one woman, Audrey Marie Stein, more than a decade ago. 
When the Grace Dee May Museum held its Grand Opening in January of 2020, we were ready to invite 
the world in to view our galleries, enjoy performances and events, and explore our Research library. 
During our �rst few months of operation, we not only had a standing-room-only crowd at our Ribbon Cutting, 
but we were also able to welcome guests to our fun-�lled OktoberSteinFest, and also present an original 
theatrical performance of “This is Your Life... Bro. George Washington” which shared the fascinating history 
of America’s heritage in a unique and entertaining live event in our main gallery.

www.gracedeemay.org
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First Annual OktoberSteinFest

“This is your Life... ” performance

Commemorative Poster

Grand Opening

Souvenir Stein

Family Tours Champagne and Discussion

Photo documentation

Cataloging Bronze Collection



Many of the Museum’s events went forward in virtual fashion. Our 2nd Annual 
OktoberSteinFest included polka music, german recipes, and displays. Grand 
Lodge wasn’t open but we were open – Videos, “A Taste of San Francisco”,  
Masonic brain teaser, and downloadable commemorative poster. The GDM 
even had a special spooky Halloween Night. We also opened our Museum Gift 
Shop with an array of Masonic t-shirts, hats, posters, and more.
While we are optimistic that we will be able to open our Museum to the public 
within 2021, we are planning to continue providing new opportunities for 
our Members to explore the Legacy of the West online. We encourage 
the public to explore our Virtual Tour on our Museum’s website at: 
www.GraceDeeMay.org

REVIEW OF ONLINE ACTIVITIES
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Grace Dee May
MUSEUM

Patriotic Spirit
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ILLUMINATING THE LEGACY OF THE WEST

OktoberSteinFest

OktoberSteinfest

Get Your  “Oom-Pah-Pah” On!

2020

www.gracedeemay.org
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VOTE
BROTHERHOOD

VOTEBROTHERHOOD

GRAND LODGE
VIRTUAL

EXHIBIT BOOTH

Discover

Grace Dee May
MUSEUM

Souvenir of 2020
Virtual OktoberSteinFest

Virtual Grand Lodge Exhibit

Online Museum Gift Shop
Smookler Postcard

Collection
Commemorative Posters

and Display Banners

Virtual Spooky Halloween Gallery



In 2020, GDM’s social media posts shared the rich tapestry of 
the American West. Among the most poignant was a message from 
the Master of Pentalpha Masonic Lodge No. 202 sharing the news 
of the tragic deaths of Lodge Brethren during the Spanish 
In�uenza and the necessity for the Lodge to go dark.

REVIEW OF SOCIAL MEDIA

www.gracedeemay.org
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While our Museum is closed to the public, our Curator and sta� members
have been diligently working on new exhibits and presentations
which we can share both online and, hopefully, in our gallery 
when restrictions are lifted. 
Included among the plans for 2021:
• “This is your life... Dr. Henry S. Orme” – a program about
   the impact that Dr. Orme had on California
• The Imagination of Walt Disney – a guest speaker shares insights
on the life of “Uncle Walt” and the world of Disneyana
• Champagne & Sketching – an interactive learning program
   with instruction from a �ne artist
• Freemasons in History – a series of online lectures by our Curator 
• Knights of Early Los Angeles – A look back at the Rancho Era of LA
   and the men and women who changed a sleepy pueblo into 
   an international city
• Hi-Yo Silver Screen - a nostalgic exhibit featuring Hollywood’s Cowboys
• OktoberSteinFest – The return of our third annual celebration and display 
• Mystery at the Museum - a thrilling and fun interactive night
of murder, mayhem and mystery
• Holiday History of St. Nicholas – a family-friendly program
   on the lore and legend of Santa Claus with a visit from St. Nick

PREVIEW OF UPCOMING EVENTS

www.gracedeemay.org

Grace Dee May
MUSEUM

Illuminating the Legacy of the West

Discover the 
Legends and Lore

of Los Angeles

Commandery No. 9

Reserve your
FREE tickets at

www. gracedeemay.org

www.gracedeemay.org
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Third Annual
OktoberSteinFest

“This is Your Life... Dr. Henry S. Orme”

Sketching Night at the Museum

Disneyana Displays

On-Screen
Cowboys

Inside Historic L.A. No. 42Knights of Early Los Angeles



The Knights
of Early Los Angeles T-shirt

with FREE shipping ... 

Available only at
the Grace Dee May Museum

visit the Gift Shop at: 

Make our day...
The Grace Dee May Museum 

welcomes donations
•  Mannequins for displaying uniforms 
    and vintage costumes

•  Large �at screen for video presentations

•  Microphone and speaker system

•  Electrical assistance to add updated        
    electric service to our gallery

•  Historic Lodge furniture, working tools,    
    and o�cer’s jewels for the Museum’s
    historic lodgeroom

 Robert Burns (January 25, 1759 - July 21, 1796)  
Robbie Burns the Ploughman Poet 

www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas

And we need you!

Born in January 25, 1759, in Ayrshire, Scotland, nothing about 
Robert Burns’ humble beginnings would hint that, generations later, 
his song, “Auld Lang Syne” would be sung around the world on New Year’s Eve. 
Young Robbie Burns had an early interest in storytelling and music – particularly in writing love songs
and poetry to impress Scottish lassies. Leaving his family farm, Burns took a job at a custom house in 
Edinburgh which a�orded him time to continue writing. The focus of his poems and songs turned from 
romance to the Age of Enlightenment themes of liberty and justice as well for celebrating Scots culture 
as in his “Ode to a Haggis”. 
Lauded as the National Poet of Scotland, Robert Burns, a member of St. David’s Masonic Lodge No. 174, 
Tarbolton, died at the age of 37 – but his life and work will never be forgotten.

Consider becoming a supporter  
of the Museum. For more information about 
becoming a member of the Founder’s Circle

email us at: info@gracedeemay.org 

www.gracedeemay.org 7
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Los Angeles’ Most Unique Museum
The Grace Dee May Museum is unique in its Mission 
to share the art and history of the American West 
as well as the dynamic contributions of the family 
of Freemasonry.

In our galleries located on the lower level of the historic 
Shrine Auditorium, and through our educational and 
entertaining special events, the Museum presents a 
thematic exploration of the American West from the era 
of the Lewis & Clark Expedition to the present day. 

Take a Virtual Tour of our collections at:  
www.gracedeemay.org/virtual-tour-1

Grace Dee May Inc. (EIN: 03-0591428) is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

MUSEUM&LIBRARY
located at the historic Shrine Auditorium

The Grace Dee May Museum appreciates your support Grace Dee May

ILLUMINATIONS   JAN / FEB 2021

Illuminating the Legacy of the West
665 W. Je�erson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007

GDM Museum Board MemberMel Stein

Meet the newest member of the Grace Dee May Museum Board of Directors

Melvyn B. Stein has a Bachelor of Business Administration Degree and Juris Doctor Degree. He retired from 
the private practice of law after 47 years having conducted cases in the California Superior Court, California 
Supreme Court, Federal District and Appellate Court as well as numerous administrative hearings. He has 
a life teaching  credential for law in the California Community College system.

 Mel has received his 50 year pins in Masonry, Scottish Rite Bodies (and coroneted with the 33rd Degree) 
and Shrine and served as Grand Master of Masons in California in 2006-7, Grand Orator of the California 
Grand Lodge, Chairman of the Grand Lodge Trial Review Committee and the Bylaws Committee, 
Potentate and Treasurer of Al Bahr Shriners in San Diego, Board of Directors of Shriners Hospital for 
Children in Los Angeles, 9 years on the Board of the California Masonic Foundation, Trustee of the 
California Masonic Homes, Venerable Master and Assistant Personal Representative of the Scottish 
Rite Valley of San Diego.

Mel has been active in his community having served on the San Diego County Civil Grand Jury, 
President of the Past Grand Jurors Association, County Parole Board, Board of Directors of the Honorary Deputy 
Sheri�’s Association, Federal Selective Service Board, Chairman of the San Diego Kiwanis Foundation, President of the Harbor Optimist Club, 
Board of Directors of the San Diego/Imperial Council of Girl Scouts, Chairman of the La Mesa Spring Valley School District Racial and Ethnic 
Balance Committee and the Board of Directors of both Pop Warner Football and Little League Baseball.

 In 1973 he married his wife Betty and they have 2 sons and a daughter, all college graduates, 2 with Masters Degrees, and each of whom 
have contributed to their having 6 grandchildren.

 As an active Tin Lizzie driver with the Shriners he enjoys parading in his scale model of a 1917 Model T and continues his participation in 
many organizations.

                                                                                     Get Involved
                                               and Share Your Talent
Despite the temporary closure of the GDM Museum 
you can still participate in our activities and events by 
becoming a Grace Dee May Member, a Founder, 
or by becoming a Docent.

To learn more about how you can share and participate 
in the Grace Dee May Museum visit: 
www.gracedeemay.org/doate-serve 

UNTOLD TREASURES WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED!

Become a member, docent, or Founder today.
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