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Roll Out the Red Carpet ...  page 5

 We’re excited about welcoming you back!
Visit page 3

Preparing to
Welcome You
with a Grand
Re-Opening!

LIVE – from the historic Shrine Auditorium,
the Grace Dee May Museum named
a winner!

Updates on our plans
to re-open.

Great Gifts! 
New T-shirts

to Rock
Your Summer!

Preview the collection
See page  6

Lights! Camera! Action! 
Discover Grace Dee May Museum’s original  
Video Previews on our website at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/copy-of-learn 

History comes to life on our “What’s On” blog
Learn “the-rest-of-the-story” insights at:  
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on

New Masonic Merchandise with FREE shipping
Browse the GDM Museum Gift Shop for unique 
Masonic apparel, gifts, and more plus free shipping: 
https://www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas 

Take a virtual stroll through the GDM galleries
Western Bronze, Antique Timepieces, Asian Art, 
Fraternal Art, Hollywood Collectibles, and more at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/virtual-tour-1

Grace Dee May Museum & Library • 665 W Je�erson Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90007 •  www.gracedeemay.org
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(EIN: 03-0591428) 
is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code

Audrey Marie Stein
Director Emeritus 

In 2004, Audrey Marie 
Stein established the 
Grace Dee May Museum. 
She believed that she 
had been richly blessed 
by the Grace of God. 
Audrey’s nickname was 
Dee and she had been 
born in the month of 
May. So, as Director of 
the foundation, she 
named the Museum the 
Grace Dee May.

Commitment to Our Goal
The famed �lm director, Cecil B. DeMille, was a member of Prince of Orange 
Masonic Lodge No. 16 in New York.  Renowned as one of the most 
commercially successful �lmmakers of all time, DeMille’s epics included 
spectacular historical dramas, westerns, and comedies. DeMille didn’t let the 
critics sway him from his vision nor slow his determined e�orts to complete 
his pictures, his way. “The person who makes a success of living” DeMille 
explained, “is the one who sees his goal steadily and aims for it unswervingly.”

Here at the Grace Dee May Museum we are steadfast in our commitment to 
share the art and history of the West through a multitude of ways. 
Admittedly, having to shutter our doors for more than a year due to the 
pandemic restrictions was disappointing. However, we have continued to 
reach our supporters and the general public through a variety of ways - 
including by participating in several �lm festivals around the globe.

I’m pleased to announce that the Grace Dee May’s original trailer for our 
upcoming documentary, “The Knights of Early Los Angeles”,  has earned 
an Honorable Mention Award at the LA Independent Shorts Awards and was 
recognized by IndieX Film Fest and submitted to �lm festivals in London,
Iceland, Germany, Belgium, Argentina, Cairo, and Moscow. 

I encourage you to view our award winning video on our YouTube Channel at: 
https://youtu.be/BJ2-7DOWRJw

Wishing you well, 
Sean Foran
CURATOR AND BOARD PRESIDENT

Fly to New Heights with our
“What’s On”  Blog 
All of us should strive to 
keep our minds active by 
becoming “Lifelong Learners”.
An easy way to do this is to subscribe to the
Grace Dee May Museum’s “What’s On” blog. When new 
stories on history, art, and Freemasonry are published, 
you’ll receive an email with a link to fascinating articles.
To learn more or to become a subscriber visit:  
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on  

Our Vision:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum will seek to 
present a thematic 
look at the American 
West by utilizing its 
extensive collection 
of Western Art, and 
incorporate California 
history to broaden 
and deepen the 
public knowledge 
and appreciation of 
the men and women 
that settled the western 
part of the United States.

Our Mission:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum is committed 
to advancing the 
publics knowledge 
and understanding 
of the American West 
and the contributions 
that Freemasonry 
has played in 
its development.
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Plans are underway for
the Grace Dee May Museum 
Grand Re-opening...

EXCITING NEWS ON OUR RE-OPENING PLANS

A little over a year ago we had our Grand Opening
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. Then within a few
weeks, we had to shutter our doors due to the
worldwide pandemic.

 

Special ticketed events and Private Group 
Tours will help you enjoy the Museum while 
socially distancing and meeting all public
health mandates during your visit to the GDM.

Whether you have never visited the Grace Dee May Museum
or are already a supporting member, there will be many exciting new exhibits
to inspire you including:
• Historic documents from the Los Angeles Scottish Rite Library
• The Smookler Collection of vintage post cards
• Artifacts and Documents on the  history of Masonry in early Los Angeles
• The Arthur and Margaret Beddoe Collection of rare Masonic glassware

The Grace Dee May Museum o�ers visitors the opportunity to enjoy
the art and history of the West along with the untold saga
of the many positive contributions of Freemasons. 

Our main gallery holds priceless treasures
of special interest to not only researchers but to anyone
interested in the history of Masonry.

   

www.gracedeemay.org 3

Our Board of Directors are currently developing
comprehensive plans to allow us to open our
doors to visitors again – following all 
mandated health and safety guidelines while 
making your visit to the GDM memorable. 

 

WATCH FOR BREAKING NEWS

of the Grand Re-opening

by visiting our website

www.gracedeemay.org

and by following us on

Facebook and Instagram

http://www.facebook.com/

gracedeemaymuseum
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In Their Own Words
The Grace Dee May Museum is honored to have received
a unique collection of documents from the York Rite �les 
from the late 1800s to the early 1900s.
These original documents bring 
a wealth of information on the early 
days of Los Angeles and the lives
and accomplishments of Freemasons
whose vision and determination
helped to shape what had been an 
insigni�cant sleepy pueblo into the 
international city of today’s Los Angeles.
These documents will be available as 
invaluable resources for researchers.
In addition, the Museum is at work on
producing a video documentary,
a companion book, and a live dramatic
performance based, in part, on the 
fascinating information found in these 
historic documents in order to share the
stories of LA’s Masonic history with the public.

Watch for updates on the GDM website:
www.gracedeemay.org

A close look at this letter
will show that fraternal

communication often has
a humorous side to it.
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Return to
the romance

and history of 

the California
Rancho era 

The arrival of

the Knights Templar

would change

  the lives of the

    Spanish Dons
and their
   Señoritas

forever.
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We’re proud to announce that the Los Angeles 
Independent Shorts Awards has honored the GDM 
with an Honorable Mention Award for the 
Museum’s video trailer, “The Knights of 
Early Los Angeles”.

The �lm festival released its list of winners in 
various categories of short �lms, documentaries, 
live action, fantasy, animation, and trailers.

The Grace Dee May Museum’s entry “The Knights 
of Early Los Angeles”, the trailer for an upcoming 
documentary feature, takes viewers back to the 
historic and romantic Rancho days of California 
and begins the saga of a new era with the coming 
of American and European immigrants who 
changed a sleepy pueblo into the dynamic City
of Los Angeles.

“The story of the impact that members of Los 
Angeles Commandery No. 9, Knights Templar had 
on the founding and development of Los Angeles 
is incredible,” reports Sean Foran, Curator and 
President of the Board of the Grace Dee May 
Museum. "The names of many of these 
Freemasons live on as the names of communities, 
streets and businesses. However, until now, few 
have heard of the connections between these men 
as Masons and as citizens. So we’re honored that 
this video produced by the Grace Dee May 
Museum has been recognized among the entries 
by the LA Independent Shorts Awards.” 

View the trailer, “The Knights of Early Los Angeles”, 
visit:   https://youtu.be/BJ2-7DOWRJw

Roll out the Red Carpet for the Grace Dee May Museum!

Watch for screenings of “The Knights of Early Los Angeles”
at other Film Festivals around the world including:

Cairo Shorts Film Festival , Cairo, Egypt
Cine Al Patio Shorts, Buenas Aires, Argentina
European Cinefest Golden Nika, Brandenburg, Germany
Grace Film Festival, San Francisco, CA, USA
Independent Shorts Awards, Los Angeles, CA, USA

IndieX Film Fest, Los Angeles, CA USA
Leuven International Short Film Festival, Leuven, Belgium
Moscow Shorts, Moscow, Russia
The Pigeon International Film Festival, Isa�ordur, Iceland
Sunlight International Film Festival, Berlin, Germany
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Here’s a T-Shirt that has it all – from the romance of
the Rancho Era of California to the Knights Templar!
Exclusively available on the Grace Dee May Museum’s 
Online Gift Shop, this high quality designer T-shirt shares
the untold story of history and your own pride in Freemasonry.
This unique full color shirt is available in sizes from Small to 3x
and includes FREE SHIPPING.     www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas

Our unique exclusive designs are available only at the Grace Dee May Museum Online Gift Shop:
www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas
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“The Allegorical Lodge”   
       Created by Past Master, Arthur S. Beddoe
           an amazing craftsman, this exquisitely
             detailed “Allegorical Lodge” has recently
              been donated to our Museum.

            It is a representation of all the symbols of
          a lodge room completely encased and in 
    a scale as small as the size of a book.

Arthur is a member of Burbank Lodge No. 406.
He and his wife Margaret are also active in the
                                                              Order of Eastern Star. 

     

We have a very BIG library of books...

... and we have a library of very SMALL
miniature books.



GDM Museum Board MemberBarbara Weiss

Welcome Barbara Weiss, the �rst lady of Masonry in California
Barbara was born and raised in northwestern Indiana close to Chicago.  After graduating from high 
school, she attended Purdue University, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in education in 1973.  While 
attending Purdue, she met Arthur Weiss and they were married in 1974. They then moved to 
Southern California, where he was employed as an aerospace engineer.  

Barbara worked for Blue Cross as insurance claims adjuster until 1979, when they relocated to Florida 
for four years while he worked on the Space Shuttle program at the Kennedy Space Center. They 
returned to Southern California in 1983 to live in Newbury Park, where they still reside.  Their 
daughter, Lauren, was born in 1984.

Barbara then spent seventeen years as a Child Nutrition Supervisor for the Conejo Valley Uni�ed 
School District in Thousand Oaks.  She retired in December 2008.  Shortly there after, Barbara 
became a Docent at The Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum, and still serves in that 
position.

Barbara is active in Freemasonry, joining The Order of the Eastern Star in 1987. She served as Worthy 
Matron three times, as Deputy Grand Matron in 1998, and for the Grand Chapter of California as 
Grand Ruth in 2006.  Barbara also served on the Guardian Council of Job’s Daughters International, 
Bethel #324 for eight years, seven as Guardian Secretary.  She has enjoyed all of her Masonic 
endeavors, and is currently the �rst lady of California, as her husband
is serving as Grand Master of Masons. 
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What Makes the Grace Dee May Museum
The New Source of History of the West?
Southern California has some of the world’s best 
museums – but the Grace Dee May Museum is unique 
in its Mission to share the art and history of the 
American West along with the fascinating and diverse 
contributions of the family of Freemasonry. 

Our exhibits, lectures and events explore countless 
legends of the American West 
from Lewis & Clark’s Voyage 
of Discovery to 
contemporary times. 

Enjoy a Virtual Tour 
of our collections at:  
www.gracedeemay.org
/virtual-tour-1

  Mannequins for displaying uniforms, regalia,
       and vintage costumes

  Large �at screen for video presentations

  Microphone and speaker system

  Electrical assistance to add updated electric               
       service to our main gallery

  Historic Lodge furniture, working tools, and o�cer’s          
       jewels for the Museum’s historic lodge room

“Angels”  Wanted

We Invite You
to Become a Member

Please consider becoming a supporter  
of the Museum. For more information about 
becoming a member of the Founder’s Circle
email us at: info@gracedeemay.org 

Grace Dee May Inc. (EIN: 03-0591428) is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

Illuminating the Legacy of the West
665 W. Je�erson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Grace Dee May
MUSEUM&LIBRARY

located at the historic Shrine Auditorium

The Grace Dee May Museum appreciates your support
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We’re looking for “angels” who 
can donate to help our
Museum prepare to reopen. 
Please consider donating
or provide funding for:

Invest in the West by Donating  
to Help the GDM Museum Grow
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