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The Arthur & Margaret Beddoe Collection
of �ne Shrine glassware from 1893-1911 

Preview the collection
See page  3

View the Grace Dee May Museum video library
There’s so much to discover at the GDM Museum – 
check out our Video Previews at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/copy-of-learn 

New Masonic Merchandise with FREE shipping
Browse the GDM Museum Gift Shop for unique 
Masonic apparel, gifts, and more plus free shipping: 
https://www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas 

History comes to life on our “What’s On” blog
Discover “the-rest-of-the-story” insights at:  
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on

Take a virtual stroll through the GDM galleries
Western Bronze, Antique Timepieces, Asian Art, 
Fraternal Art, Hollywood Collectibles, and more at:
https://www.gracedeemay.org/virtual-tour-1
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Vintage Hollywood Glamour on page 5

Meet the beautiful businesswoman who built
and operated Santa Monica’s �rst seaside resort

Visit page 4

The fascinating Life & Times
of Arcadia Bandini who held court
in early Los Angeles
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Our Vision:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum will seek to 
present a thematic 
look at the American 
West by utilizing its 
extensive collection 
of Western Art, and 
incorporate California 
history to broaden 
and deepen the 
public knowledge 
and appreciation of 
the men and women 
that settled the western 
part of the United States.

Our Mission:
 The Grace Dee May 
Museum is committed 
to advancing the 
publics knowledge 
and understanding 
of the American West 
and the contributions 
that Freemasonry 
has played in 
its development.

Patience & Perseverance
“He that can have patience 
  can have what he will."         – Benjamin Franklin

Whether it was his writings as ”Poor Richard” or his skillful political 
persuasion, Founding Father and Freemason, Benjamin Franklin, certainly 
understood the complex issues of humankind and could succinctly coin 
a phrase that put life into perspective.

Throughout the unprecedented worldwide pandemic, having patience 
has certainly been a challenge for everyone. Here at the Grace Dee May 
Museum, we have been balancing patiently waiting until we can safely 
reopen with the purposeful intent to maintain the will to use the days, 
weeks, and months constructively. This has included our making huge 
strides in archiving and cataloging our collections, taking care of upgrades 
to our facility, and creating new exhibits which will excite and inspire our 
visitors when we are permitted to open our museum doors. 

As you enjoy this March-April issue of “Illuminations”, please take 
advantage of the web-links which will allow you to visit our museum 
virtually.  We encourage you to remain positive, persevere, and pray that 
before too long, we will all be “back to normal” and together again.

Wishing you well, 
Sean Foran
CURATOR AND BOARD PRESIDENT

Log on to the GDM
“What’s On”  Blog 
A great way to stay positive
and keep your mind active 
during continued lockdowns
is to subscribe to the Grace Dee May Museum’s 
“What’s On” blog. When new stories on history, art, and 
Freemasonry are published, you’ll receive an email with a link 
to our newest articles which will entertain and uplift your 
spirits. To learn more or to become a subscriber visit:  
https://www.gracedeemay.org/what-s-on  
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Board of Directors
Sean Foran
Board President and Curator
Reynold Blight
Vice President
Fred Davis
Secretary
Guy Richmond 
Treasurer
Merrick Hamer
Ronald Hart 
Ronald Hopkins
Margaret Jacob
Melvyn Stein
Barbara Weiss

Grace Dee May Inc.
(EIN: 03-0591428) 
is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code

Audrey Marie Stein
Director Emeritus 

In 2004, Audrey Marie 
Stein established the 
Grace Dee May Museum. 
She believed that she 
had been richly blessed 
by the Grace of God. 
Audrey’s nickname was 
Dee and she had been 
born in the month of 
May. So, as Director of 
the foundation, she 
named the Museum the 
Grace Dee May.
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A very young Audrey Marie Stein



THE ARTHUR & MARGARET BEDDOE COLLECTION     
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Arthur and Margaret Beddoe, 
have spent a lifetime amassing an exquisite 
collection of  Masonic glassware that 
has recently been donated to 
the Grace Dee May Museum. 
When COVID restrictions 
are lifted, members
and guests will be invited to 
view the Arthur & Margaret
Beddoe Collection at 
our Grand Re-Opening. 

Here are a few examples of rare 
souvenir glassware dating from 1893 to 1911

custom designed by U.S. Glass
and the Westmoreland Glass Company.

The president of Westmoreland
 Glass, Mr. George West, was

also a proud Shriner.
Arthur Beddoe has been
active in a wide range of
Masonic organizations.
Mr. Beddoe and his wife

Margaret also enjoy their
shared membership in

 the Eastern Star.



 

  Sketching
From the Masters

Grace Dee MayMUSEUM
Illuminating the Legacy of the West
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In 1841, Arcadia Bandini, daughter of Juan Bandini, the suave and wealthy Spanish Don
from a large rancho in San Diego, married Abel Stearns – a man three times her age. 
An ambitious and powerful Freemason, Stearns moved his 14 year old bride to the 
Pueblo of Los Angeles where they became the city’s �rst “power couple”.  After the death 
of Abel Stearns in 1871, Arcadia married Col. Robert Symington Baker. Together, they owned
    and subdivided the land which became Santa Monica. In 1887, they opened the �rst luxury seaside resort, 
                                                                                               the Arcadia Hotel, near the Santa Monica Pier. Learn more about
                                                                                                              the “Godmother of Santa Monica”,  by watching the video                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                 preview of “The Knights of Early Los Angeles”                                                                                                                       

Whether you are an amateur or trained artist, sketching from 
the great masters is a timeless exercise that is not only fun, 
but helps you appreciate art in a new way. 

The Grace Dee May Museum is planning a series of online sketching 
classes where you can sketch in your choice of media (pencil, 
charcoal, or Conté crayon) from one of our bronze masterpieces. 
Each class will include step-by-step instruction from 
an accomplished artist and teacher. 

No previous art training is needed and every class will be FREE. 

To sign up for our Sketching From the Masters Classes, 
just send us an email containing your name and contact 
information to: info@gracedeemay.org

The Arcadia Hotel – Santa Monica, California

View the 

“Knights of Early Los Angeles” 

video trailer at:

https://www.gracedeemay.org/copy-of-learn
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All things Bright & Beautiful for Spring –
Celebrating Vintage Brooches from Trifari

Since 1910, the mark of Trifari has been associated with 
some of the most beautiful costume jewelry in the world. 
Bringing the craftsmanship of his family’s heritage of 
goldsmithing, Gustavo Trifari left Italy at the turn of the 
century to build his own American dream.

By the mid-1920s, the Trifari brand was recognized for 
its distinctively bold designs, high quality closures, and 
exquisitely clear faux gemstones and lustrous pearls. 
Utilizing sterling silver and gold vermeil (as well as their 
unique gold-tone alloy known as Trifanium), and the color 
and clarity of hand-set stones resulted in a line of costume 
jewelry which looked as fabulous as pieces from Ti�any – 
but were a�ordable for everyday American women.

The Trifari style and quality which became famous in the 
1930s through 1968, is generally credited to the artistry 
of the company’s lead designer, Alfred Philippe. Previously, 
Philippe had worked as a designer for luxury jewelers 
including Cartier and Van Cleef & Arpels. Philippe’s 
designs at Trifari not only became highly sought after 
by Hollywood studios but were beloved keepsakes for 
American women. Today, Philippe’s Crown Trifari 
brooches and other jeweled pins are especially collectible 
as the interest in vintage costume jewelry has reached 
new heights.

In celebration of Spring, we are showcasing just a few
of the Trifari brooches collected over the decades by the 
Director Emeritus of the Grace Dee May Museum, 
Audrey Marie Stein. 

Each of these pins are small treasures resplendent in 
faux jewels and pearls. They were created to replicate 
the beauty of nature – from delicate Springtime �owers 
to whimsical insects and birds.
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A NEW LOOK FOR A NEW SEASON – your purchases support the Grace Dee May Museum

These unique designs are exclusively available

at the Grace Dee May Museum Online Gift Shop.

It’s easy to order online and all orders include 

FREE SHIPPING!

Visit our online Gift Shop

for the newest designs of shirts, ball caps,

posters, notebooks, mouse pads, and more.

https://www.gracedeemay.org/gift-ideas
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                                               Share

your Time
and Talents

Despite the temporary
closure of the GDM

Museum you can still 
participate in our 

activities and events
by becoming a 
Grace Dee May

Member, a Founder,
or by becoming

a Docent.

To learn more
about how you can share and participate 

in the Grace Dee May Museum visit: 
www.gracedeemay.org/doate-serve 

“What’s Up, Doc?”   
       It’s time to play some Masonic Baseball Trivia!

Masonic Trivia
Who was the

 famous Mason
that was the

voice of
Bugs Bunny?

Masonic Trivia
Name three

Masons who are
immortalized on

baseball cards.

Abner Doubleday is said to have played the �rst game of baseball in 1839 

      in Cooperstown, New York.  However, the title of “Father” of baseball should 

          equally rest on the shoulders of a Freemason – Alexander Joy Cartwright.

            Cartwright advanced the rules which provided the standards of the modern game 

          much as we know it today. The �rst recorded baseball game under these rules

     was the 1846 game between the Knickerbockers and the New York Baseball Club. 

Cartwright’s team, the Knickerbockers, lost.

 

                    

A Dream is a Wish
Your Heart Makes
Sixty-six years ago, a former member of the Masonic youth 

organization known as the Order of DeMolay was frantically  

getting ready to open “The Happiest Place on Earth” .  In 1955, 

Walt Disney’s dream was to create a magical destination �lled 

with fond memories of the past and promises for the future. 

Did you know that our Museum has a fun-�lled collection of 

Disney toys and collectibles? Check out Mickey, Minnie, and 

friends at:  https://www.gracedeemay.org/disneyana 

(Answers can be found on 
the bottom of page 8) 

Masonic Trivia
What image

do many Masons
think the �eld

represents?
Masonic Trivia

Who’s On First? and
Who’s A Mason?

Name the Mason
who was part of 

that comedy duo. 

It was Cartwright that �rst sketched out baseball’s  

                                   playing �eld  in the shape of a diamond. 
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GDM Museum Board MemberMargaret Jacob

Welcome Margaret Jacob to the Grace Dee May Museum Board
Margaret Jacob was born in New York City, educated there and then at Cornell for her Ph.D. She has 
been an historian working in European history for over �fty years, having taught in British, Dutch and 
American universities until she retired from UCLA in 2018.

She has authored many books, largely on historical phenomena central to the development of 
Euro-American history: the English Revolution of the 17th century, the development of Newtonian 
science, the European Enlightenment, and the cultural origins of the First Industrial Revolution.

Her research unexpectedly took her to early masonic archives in Britain, The Netherlands and France. 
From them she has revised our understanding of the origins of Freemasonry and its relationship to 
the Enlightenment.

Relevant books include: The Radical Enlightenment: Pantheists, Freemasons and Republicans (1981), 
Living the Enlightenment. Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (1991) 
and The Secular Enlightenment (2019).
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Los Angeles’ Most Unique Museum
Located on the lower level of the beautiful and  historic 
Shrine Auditorium, the Grace Dee May Museum is 
unique in its Mission to share the art and history of the 
American West as well as the dynamic contributions of 
the family of Freemasonry. 

Our exhibits, special events, and educational                
opportunities present thematic explorations of the 
American West from the era of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition to the present day. 

We invite you to enjoy a Virtual Tour of our collections at:  
www.gracedeemay.org/virtual-tour-1

Masonic Baseball Trivia –  ANSWERS
1) Mel Blanc provided  the unforgettable voice of Bugs Bunny
2) Famous Masons who can be found on baseball cards include: 
      Ty Cobb,  Cy Young, Roger Hornsby, and Honus Wagner
3) Bud Abbott –  the “straight man” of Abbott & Costello 
4) An upside down square and compass

  Mannequins for displaying uniforms, 
       regalia, and vintage costumes

  Large �at screen for video presentations

  Microphone and speaker system

  Electrical assistance to add updated              
       electric service to our main gallery

  Historic Lodge furniture, working tools,                  
       and o�cer’s jewels for the Museum’s 
       historic lodge room

Help Our Museum Grow... 
The Grace Dee May Museum Wish List

Become a Member today!

Please consider becoming a supporter  
of the Museum. For more information about 
becoming a member of the Founder’s Circle

email us at: info@gracedeemay.org 

Grace Dee May Inc. (EIN: 03-0591428) is a quali�ed tax exempt entity 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

Illuminating the Legacy of the West
665 W. Je�erson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Grace Dee May
MUSEUM&LIBRARY

located at the historic Shrine Auditorium

The Grace Dee May Museum appreciates your support
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